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Information on Developing a Career in School Nursing
Thank you for contacting SAPHNA with your enquiry on how to develop a career in School Nursing.
· You will initially need to have a registered nursing or midwifery qualification and preferably 1-2 years post registration experience although relevant other experience is often taken into account. 
· Experience and knowledge of children and young people’s health needs either as a nurse or by working in a community setting is not essential but can be beneficial in developing the necessary skills and knowledge. 
· Researching the role of the school nurse and spending some time with a school nurse in your area can also be useful. This will help you find out more about the type of work they do and gain more understanding about the role. You can then decide whether this is the right career for you. 
· Staff nurse posts in school nursing/public health nursing teams at band 5 provide an opportunity for nurses to develop their skills and knowledge further in this area in a supportive environment usually under a team leader. Further opportunities to develop the necessary competencies may also include joining the nurse bank or shadowing immunisation teams where these are available.  
· To find out about available school nurse training you will need to make some enquiries with your nearest university that offers the Bsc (hons) specialist community public health nurse course (school nursing) or Bsc (hons) community health nursing (public health nursing). You will need to provide evidence of your competency to study at degree or masters level. This could be through an assignment and application form or evidence of up to date level 2/3 study credits. There will be an application and interview process. Generally universities provide this course part time (2 days a week over two years) or full time (4-5 days a week). You are paid usually at band 5 although this is negotiable with your hosted trust. Most school nurse/public health nurse (band 6) job advertisements now request applicants have one of these qualifications.
· An informative journal to keep you abreast of current issues and research is the British Journal of School Nursing available at www.school-nursing.co.uk 

· Further information on the role of the school nurse and core competencies can be found in the ‘School Nurse Development Resource Pack. Specialist Community Public Health Nurse’ (2006). Available from www.dh.gov.uk
· The SAPHNA website is also the place to surf for all the latest news and events, resources and updates. www.saphna-professionals.org









